Piping has a firm tradition in the Royal Air Force, going back
virtually to the formation of the Service and, together with

a wide range of semi-official corps of drums, brass bands

and military bands, provided the basis upon which such
prestigious bands as the Central Band of the RAF were formed.

Today, the backbone of the RAF’s
five pipe bands is provided by
RAF tradesmen, their officers, and
civilian volunteers and are formed
on a geographical basis from RAF
Stations throughout the United
Kingdom. Their aim is to foster a
practical interest in piping and
drumming within the RAF, whilst providing a cultural and
recreational activity that complements an individual’s prime

contribution to the RAF.

Located at RAF Kinloss, RAF

Leuchars and RAF Lossiemouth

in Scotland, and at RAF

Waddington and RAF Halton

in England, it is hoped to form

a further pipe band at the

Defence College of Aeronautical

Engineering at RAF Cosford to promote piping and drumming
within the RAF and act as a ‘feeder’ band for pipers and
drummers as they embark on their Service careers.

The RAF’s five pipe bands frequently combine to represent
the RAF in State ceremonial or other major public events.
The employment of professional Pipe Majors in the RAF has
assured the development, ability and standing of RAF piping.

Indeed, exposure of RAF piping and drumming at home and
abroad continues to gain an increasingly high profile and is
held in high regard across the piping community. Providing
musical accompaniment for State and RAF ceremonial at
home and abroad, as well as at social and charitable events,
assures the inclusion of the RAF’s pipe bands as major RAF
display assets, alongside the established military bands.
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